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- o aleas make uprwho we aee and where Iate I
¥ . Ty . items they wanted,
A Y : ]‘f’l“r“ Mich= “Wzae S . Y'e’“m p Rusten compiled the Hsts, sent
I % e Death is never easy o talk copics of the completed lists 1o
I AL N iah. i BamEimeybe yedrs o Continued from Page 1C each son so they all knew what one
i | Tige decides away, giving away things : ol he 1. Decisi
e e 0, o sk for sentimental e had a set ol eight glasses, another wanted, LI TLS VT
~When Mom died. itwasthat  raises seeasy feelings abour “Th storics are really what based purely on the ranking each
pitcher — an inexpensive, noth- — death, as well as foelings of groed adlals valuse Lo thee itean,” Thute saidd, san putonaniem. .
l;:,!;ff-]'u:*n'n] comatner —thatlore  or selfishness, “How it was acauired, whene it Callan-Bopias I';mu]'_r_mmhj_ncd
1 1%1::;:?&1:‘4?“ — “Communication is the key,” carme froem — if the stories anen a play money auction with sibling
sormething 10 emembey Tty S Barbara Callan- Bogia, a writien down and shared, the re- camaraderie in deciding who
i wll;cn el u:ILZI:.II-[r-ul'II:I Massachuseres-Tised 1‘1]n5ll|:|q'l.::|t, apient doesnt place the same val- .lil'!lm]d_ gt what. Ties were seqtled
™ liﬂ.‘dt‘t‘]:l-ﬁ!-.'l.l.lr:i il B wha travels the caotntry talking we on that item.” with flips of & quaner, Cleaning out
desire: b have that pitchar, thay o Butt shared the story of an eld- e’y arkd dad's longtime home
parted company, it about this issue and the author eriy womnan who for Christmas s thus filled with laughter, tears
Forever. ol "49 Tips for DeterminingWho gave her daughter-in-law a quilt and countless memaories,

Deciding whio gets wha afler
i doroed o dies tears apart fami-
T amwnizee ghuam any other dssue,
sasd Daelabiae Butt, outreach Sedu-
cation coonlinator for Roper and
Sons ard Megeall Tuneral bomwe
who recalled the puehar story.

IS any issue funeral directors
hear about when they are meet-
ing with abwe farriby 16 begins thar
carly,” Burr sasd, And evenala
funeral. vensions rue high and
Fumily members already begin fo
stpuabble over wha gaers what”

They get even hagher at ecstate
aucticns, said Greg Ford of Ford
& Ford auctioneers. Hes
witchoed Funily memmbers pur-
posthy dhrive up prices just o get
even wilh ary aunt, sister or
enisin. Hes heand of Astfights,

Arul Gyen there was (he tigue
pwir besathers whio wamed 1heig
rsores composition doll {value
S L pod ino a bicdding war af rhe
Earmily estate ansction. Bidding be-
oween the Brotbuers encded ar
525,000

© There are sUch strong em-
ticens attascbeedd ro pear-tithsd Fami-
Iy property” Rt said,

Most Bnnulees buve wills for the
vizluahle stufi.

Bt ivs ubae extler st chat rips
e wp, said Paul Rusten, authaor

Gt Whae”

"oz neced to ask vowr chil-
dren ar your loved cnes what do
theey want,” Cabliun- Bagia saicl

Potential recipients also necd
L talk short why they imay want
avoeriain e, Bum sald,

Lisinslly evervone i, a senti.
mental reason for giving o
wwaritang, Ard, Rusien sivs,
pivers meed 1o avoid presuming
either il they banve nothing of
weerrthy b giver or thet sopne item
chesair 1o them smaay bl the same
vallue for the reeciver,

T|1l’.'}' Al peeeed o vesicl
thirskiryg in terms of maoney, As-
suming will-to-do children need
nesthing, aul therefore will re-
ceive nothing, denics them the
precicus mecnorics ard heritage
evervorse s, said Callun-Bo-
BiL

I3y the same ke, Gunilics
need b unclerstand [recgale
chie: thae vy they Live.

"Lile is not fair” Callan-Bogia
saticd, "Paurents whao have favored
a chibd chweir whiole Life will Favor
that chald as thaey leave this
world, As much s you would
like ooy, vtk cen't chamgee thiat”

Bur Eumitlies cam alleviage a bod
of conflict by calking abaosar the
mcrrwerics the iens esoke,
Canvers peed 1o share the stories

that had been used I the woman's
husbiand as a babey, But twe ot
er-in-Law Fibed oo shane the story,
and the daughter-in-law expressed
dismay at getting an old used blan-
ket s a gift.

"She dido’t understand the
mcaning behind the gift,” Butt
saicd, "I you don’t shame the stories
with the recipient, it is hard to have
thae s conseciion 6 1he iem.”

Those stories frive the item
miore valuwe as it is passed down
froam [.:l‘.‘]'tft'i't[itll"l IO RCTWe A AL

Bt irems mean different things
to different people — and no one,
el asery D ivier, can ks sorree-
one have different foelings about a
piece, skl Rusten.

That's why family ketteries, fun-
Iv-money auctions and arbiteary
decisions don't always work when
dividing family belongings, he said.

Yeears apo when Rusten's wife
saidd shie liked her mother-in-law's

e, l]'iﬂh‘-l:rjmmﬁitﬁﬁf itio

But knowing that her hs-
bard’s sisters miphi like first sy,
Husten's wife declined the offer.

“Theen my miother was con-

fused. She thoughe, "She doesn't pe-
alty like it,” Rusten said,

of "Dividing Family Belongings  belind the stuff — and Fumily People need to understand that
'n"-'i'llcgm_t {lunﬂili:t." [:';I the: ﬂlj'.alm-s, meEmlers nr.-Ed Ao Wit i o casieal rermarks are not reliabbe ovi-
CoMikle |Aars, 10ls, gualts and leter soeveryone knows (e emogon- p{rl'ﬁl:l-rl' i

apeners — the everyday things al wielymr O thee dtem, E-E,F o Hat Beelings. e

Alled warh msemories that cawse
the Figpest rafis,

s 2100fl e dlesceased PErsEn
usually never dresuns is impar-
tamat, Butt sasd “[e's stupicd studf
SOIMeLmes.” she i,

Whaen Fumily conflict develops
et these things, vou have 1o step
Eack and ask yourself: 15 gt item
worth sacrificing a relationship
with asister, o brodher or a koved
aree?

“Becinse in b enad it s just
STUfF” Buatt saic. “And it e the rela-
ticnships that is cndurieg, not the
=1ufl”

The advice makes sepse —on
i'|:|.|'||'r

But real e is paever that easy,
Farmilbes are nest perfioet. Rivalries,
alousy, fear arad anger run deep,
People ane not purely logical.

And in's crur memiorics that

T dhastrate the poirt, Burt
tesd abouta piece of eiched
crystil stemwire, i gt from her

lute mother-in-law,

Witheaar the story behind the
crystiul, it is just a premy ghiss But
a4 yonnge girl fresh oug of school
aned i haer Eﬁl jnkyas a reacher,
beer mesther-in-Jaw wanted 1o buy
something nice, Each mionth, she
vrnealed Douey oo or twio pesces of
crystal with money sguirmebd
vy Fromm her paycheck. She
comtinued the process until she

Ses YELLOW PLATE, Page 4C

“I like this,' and “] like that" talk
can b very dangerons,” he said,

The reverse can also be trge
when peapde don't make the inten-
sity of their feclingss knowt, He
mfghl vzt 2 chenr beeciase his
pranddaughter eoubd use itin her
college donm room. His sister
right want the same chair because
shee B fond eenworses of her G-
ther rocking her indt

The reasoning behind the de-
A1HE 15 B0 ones Business, Rusten
said, But the depree of thiot desire
i%,

Folbowing his father’s death,
Busten made a list of cvery item in
thye Tuoritwe, Ele sent the st 1o his
three grosm sons and asked them
fo attach & nuamnber valie to te

It coubd have umed ugly, she
aulrrantted.

Bt woe mahe remaining a fam-
ily our coedo,” she said,

“Ferrruilics bavaeled v Lifetime of
memorics,” Callan-Bogia said, “Ttis
worth the effort to keep them,”
Reach Erin Andersen at 473-T217 or
eandarberEourTalsr com.



